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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

The organizers of Halifax 2008 - Central Atlantic Conjugate Margins Conference are pleased to 
invite you to participate in this important and timely event for reasons detailed in the paragraphs below.  
 

Halifax 2008 will be an outstanding opportunity to incorporate the results of hydrocarbon exploration 
throughout the Central Atlantic conjugate margin basins using the latest concepts and interpretations of 
divergent margin basin evolution, petroleum systems, productive fields and analogues with the goal of 
improving knowledge and petroleum prospectivity of these basins. The conference will be held at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, August 13–15, 2008. It will be preceded by a series 
of pre-conference field trips in Nova Scotia, short courses and a core workshop, and followed by planned 
post-conference field trips to Portugal and Morocco.  
 

We are convinced that such a gathering is necessary, and indeed beneficial, to all explorationists 
and researchers interested in the Central Atlantic realm. It is time to collaborate on improving our 
understanding of these conjugate margin basins. This will lead to an increased knowledge of the 
hydrocarbon prospectivity of the margins, reduced exploration risks, and potentially greater exploration 
successes. We want to build on the well established north-south relationships (Europe-Northwest Africa, 
and the Americas) by creating a pan-Atlantic gathering to focus on these topics. We are particularly 
interested in providing a venue for colleagues from both sides of the Atlantic to interact, share ideas, and 
exchange knowledge on subjects of mutual interest.  
 

This Conference will be of significant benefit to industry, academic, and government participants for a 
number of reasons, including: 

• the significant Deep Panuke gas discovery in the Late Jurassic (Abenaki) reef trend offshore 
Nova Scotia; 

• the noteworthy deep-water oil and gas discoveries offshore Mauritania; 
• acquisition of new 2D, 3D, and deep-crustal regional seismic datasets from around the margin; 
• recently available well data from previously unexplored frontier basins;  
• the US Energy Policy Act of 2005 that mandated a comprehensive inventory of Outer Continental 

Shelf (OCS) oil and natural gas resources; and  
• the possible expiration of the exploration moratorium for the entire US Atlantic OCS and 

Canadian Georges Bank in 2013. 
 

The Conference will have three oral presentation sessions that will run consecutively over three days:  
• Margin Evolution & Development 
• Basin Petroleum Systems 
• Productive Fields & Analogues 

Topics within these sessions will be derived from invited and submitted short abstracts selected by the 
Steering and Program Advisory Committees. There will also be a conference-long Poster Display for 
authors preferring this form of presentation. In addition, authors of oral papers are strongly encouraged to 
provide a poster presentation.  
 

Authors of all oral and poster-only papers must submit an extended abstract. These will be distributed 
at no charge to all conference attendees as a word-searchable CD-ROM. All 250-word abstracts must be 
submitted using the on-line Abstract Submission form. Our deadlines for abstract and extended abstract 
submission are:  

• Short Abstract — 1 March 2008  • Extended Abstract — 1 May 2008  
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Halifax 2008 will offer participants the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of events. Five pre- 
and post-conference field trips are being planned to basins and sections in Nova Scotia (3, pre-
conference), and Morocco and Portugal (both post-conference) respectively. Technical short courses on 
“Practical Salt Tectonics” and “Thermochronology” will be offered to attendees, as well as a Core 
Workshop on “Offshore Nova Scotia Reservoirs, Facies & Sequences”. We are particularly excited about 
the Seismic Data Room where numerous full-scale seismic lines from the latest industry deep crustal and 
regional programs in the Central Atlantic realm will be displayed. 
 

No conference is complete without a centerpiece banquet. In true Nova Scotia style, we invite all 
attendees to participate in a fabulous Halifax Harbour Cruise & Lobster Feast where they will experience 
fine local cuisine and entertainment. Ice-breakers and daily refreshment breaks will be held amongst the 
poster and related displays to encourage discussions and networking.  
 

Details on all aspects of the Conference can be found on our website www.conjugatemargins.com . 
 

On behalf of the Conference committee members and our sponsors, we look forward to your 
attendance and participation at Central Atlantic Conjugate Margins Conference here in Halifax in August 
2008!  
 
 

Sincerely, 

    
  David E. Brown     Grant D. Wach 

Co-Chair, Halifax 2008    Co-Chair, Halifax 2008 
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THEMATIC SESSIONS 
 

MARGIN EVOLUTION & DEVELOPMENT 
The goal of the session is to foster new insights about the structure and development of the Nova Scotia-
Morocco and other Central Atlantic margins.  We invite submissions that involve numerical and/or 
analogue modelling, seismic imaging and interpretation focused on passive margin development controls, 
or which represent case studies from the Nova Scotia-Morocco segment, other Central Atlantic margins, 
or relevant global analogues.  Possible topics include: 

• Processes that control rifting and break-up, from distributed extension to the rift-to-drift transition 
• Margin segmentation by transform faulting and other mechanisms.  
• Uplift and subsidence history, sedimentation, and plate tectonic reconstructions 
• Distribution and timing of magmatism 
• Evolution of evaporite basins  

 

BASIN PETROLEUM SYSTEMS 
Papers and posters submitted for this session should address parameters used in assessing petroleum 
systems including proven systems and current hydrocarbon production with emphasis on basins of the 
Central Atlantic conjugate margins.  Possible topics include: 

• Role salt tectonics in heat flow and petroleum systems development 
• Imaging, provenance, transport, and distribution of deep-water reservoir sands 
• Heat Flow in relation to various phases of rift/drift transition 
• Reservoir/seal analysis 
• Overpressure 
• Documenting deepwater erosional unconformities, paleo-temperature and paleo-water depth 
• Influence of late-phase slow rifting and subsequent drifting on hydrocarbon generation and 

expulsion  
• 3D and 4D basin model simulation 
• Influence of drift phase compressive events on petroleum systems 
• Volcanic events (Central Atlantic Magmatic Province or CAMP) and its influence on thermal 

maturity of source rocks  
• Source rock development, organic facies and anoxic events 
• Source rock kinetics and timing of hydrocarbon generation and expulsion 

 

PRODUCTIVE FIELDS & ANALOGUES 
This session will examine geological and geophysical analogues of hydrocarbon discoveries and 
producing fields within the Central Atlantic petroleum environment.  Comparisons and reviews of existing 
petroleum fields on both sides of the Atlantic are welcome with particular attention to the exploration 
reasoning that led to these discoveries.  We would also invite submissions that focus on newer 
exploration technologies such as seismic imaging and amplitude analysis, electromagnetic detection of 
hydrocarbons and other techniques to reduce exploratory risk.  Other possible topics include: 

• Source rock 
• Reservoir petrology 
• Overpressure 
• Stratigraphic studies (e.g. sequence stratigraphy, biostratigraphy, chemostratigraphy) 
• Depositional models 
• Core studies 
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We welcome your participation as a sponsor and appreciate your consideration of this request. Should 
you elect to do so, you may sponsor the entire event, or spread your contribution over a combination of 
events as a partial sponsor. You may also elect to contribute to our General Fund.  By doing the latter, 
you will allow us to best allocate your contribution.  Any corporate promotional items are most appreciated 
and will be included in all delegate packages.  We will be pleased to provide the opportunity for Gold and 
higher level sponsors to have a corporate display.  All excess conference funds will be dedicated to 
funding geoscience student research at area universities.  
 

Item / Event Qty. / No. Unit Cost Total Cost 

Oral Session 6 $2,500 $15,000 
Poster Session 1 $5,000   $5,000 
Poster Boards 75    $6,000 
Field Trips 5 $2,000 $10,000 
Short Courses 2    $500   $1,000 
Reception & Core Display 1   
Seismic Data Room 1    $2,000 
Luncheons 3 $6,000 $18,000 
Refreshment Breaks 6 $2,400 $14,400 
Banquet – Cunard Centre 1  $24,000 
Student Breakfast 1    $2,000 
Ice-Breaker 1    $6,000 
Conference CD 300    $7,500 
Conference Program 300    $7,500 
Name Badges / Lanyard 300       $600 
Tote Bag 300    $3,000 

 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 
Our sponsor levels are designed to encourage and acknowledge corporations, individuals and small 
companies to participate via funding. 
 

Corporate Sponsorships Individuals & Sole Proprietorships 

Diamond $15,000+ Diamond $3,000+ 
Platinum $10,000–$14,999 Platinum $2,000–$2,999 
Gold $6,000–$9,999 Gold $1,000–$1,999 
Silver $4,000–$5,999 Silver $500–$999 
Bronze $2,000–$3,999 Bronze $300–$499 
Patron $1,000–$1,999 Patron $100–$299 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Sponsors will be prominently acknowledged is the following conference materials, noting the level of 
support and exclusivity (where appropriate), and will include the corporate logo and/or name.   

• Website (main page and sponsored event page) 
• Letterheads, posters, flyers, placards & banners 
• Printed matter (CD, Program, Field Guides, Short Course Books) 
• Session Introductory PowerPoint slides 
• Orally at all events 
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ORGANIZATION 
 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
 

David E. Brown – Co-Chair 
Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, CANADA 
dbrown@cnsopb.ns.ca  
 

Grant D. Wach – Co-Chair 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, CANADA 
grant.wach@dal.ca  
 

Sonya A. Dehler 
Geological Survey of Canada – Atlantic 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, CANADA 
sdehler@nrcan.gc.ca  
 

Paul J. Post 
U.S. Minerals Management Service 
New Orleans, Louisiana, USA 
paul.post@mms.gov  
 
 

Andrew MacRae, 
Saint Mary’s University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, CANADA 
andrew.macrae@smu.ca  
 

Jürgen Adam 
Royal Holloway University of London 
London, ENGLAND 
j.adam@gl.rhul.ac.uk  
 

Mladen R. Nedimovic 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, CANADA 
mladen@dal.ca  
 

Trudy Lewis 
Lewis Conference Services International 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, CANADA 
trudy.lewis@lewisconferences.com  
 

PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Michal Nemčok 
Energy & Geoscience Institute-University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 
mnemcok@egi.utah.edu  
 

Mark G. Rowan 
Rowan Consulting Inc. 
Boulder, Colorado, USA 
mgrowan@frii.com  
 

Tako Koning 
Tullow Oil 
Luanda, ANGOLA 
takokoning@nexus.ao  
 

Ian Davison 
Earthmoves Ltd. 
Camberley, ENGLAND 
i.davison@earthoves.co.uk  
 

Webster Mohriak 
Petrobras E&P 
Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL 
webmohr@petrobras.com.br  

Gabor Tari 
AllyGabor Geoscience 
Bellaire, Texas, USA 
gabor@allygabor.com  
 

Paul J. Post 
U.S. Minerals Management Service 
New Orleans, Louisiana, USA 
paul.post@mms.gov  
 

Hans Wielens 
Geological Survey of Canada – Atlantic 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, CANADA 
hwielens@nrcan.gc.ca  
 

Christopher D. Jauer 
Geological Survey of Canada – Atlantic 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, CANADA 
cjauer@nrcan.gc.ca  
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PROGRAM & SCHEDULE 
 
 

Saturday, August 9, 2008 
 

Field Trip #1 
Tropical to Subtropical Sedimentation in the Permian to Jurassic Fundy Rift Basin, Atlantic in Relation to 
the Moroccan Conjugate Margin 

• Field Trip Leader: Dr. Paul E. Olsen, LDEO, Columbia University, Palisades, New York 
• Departure Time:  0800 in front of Dalhousie Student Union Building, University Avenue 
• Duration:  4 days 

 

 

Sunday, August 10, 2008 
 

Field Trip #2 
Classic Carboniferous Sections in Mainland Nova Scotia 

• Field Trip Leaders: Michael Rygel, State University of New York, Potsdam, New York, & John 
Calder, Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources Halifax, Nova Scotia 

• Departure Time: 0800 in front of Dalhousie Student Union Building, University Avenue 
• Duration:  2 days 

 

 

Monday, August 11, 2008 
 

Field Trip #3 
Onshore equivalents of the Cretaceous reservoir rocks of the Scotian Basin: detrital petrology, tectonics 
and diagenesis 

• Field Trip Leaders: Georgia Pe-Piper, Saint Mary’s University, Halifax, Nova Scotia & David 
Piper, Geological Survey of Canada, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 

• Departure Time: 0800 in front of Dalhousie Student Union Building, University Avenue 
• Duration:  1 day 

 

Short Course #1.  
Practical Salt Tectonics: A 2-day Short Course Emphasizing the Geometry and Evolution of Salt Structures 

• Mark G. Rowan – Rowan Consulting, Inc., Boulder, CO 
• Duration: 2 days 
• Time:  0900 to 1700 
• Day 1 of 2 
• Location: Dalhousie University (exact location TBA) 

 

Short Course #2 
Introduction to Petroleum Systems Modelling: The Importance of Time, Heat and Organic Matter for Oil 
and Gas Formation 

• Hans Wielens, Geological Survey of Canada–Atlantic & Marcos Zentilli, Dalhousie University 
• Duration: 2 days 
• Time:  0900 to 1700 

• Location: Dalhousie University (exact location TBA) 
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Tuesday, August 12, 2008 
 

0900 to 1700 – Registration & Pre-Registration Pick-up, Marion McCain Lobby, University Avenue 
0900 to 1700 – Short Courses (Locations TBA) 
0900 to 1700 – Poster set-up 
 

Short Course #1.  
Practical Salt Tectonics: A 2-day Short Course Emphasizing the Geometry and Evolution of Salt 
Structures 

• Day 2 of 2 
 

Short Course #2 
Introduction to petroleum systems modelling: the importance of time, heat and organic matter for oil and 
gas formation 

• Day 2 of 2 
 

Workshop #1 
Cores of Offshore Nova Scotia Clastic and Carbonate Reservoirs, Facies & Sequences 

• Les Eliuk, Geotours / Dalhousie University & Andrew MacRae, Saint Mary’s University 
• Duration: 1 day 
• Time: 0900 – 1600 (Lunch included) 
• Location: CNSOPB Data Management Centre, Dartmouth, N.S. 
• Bus departure time 0800 (in front of Dalhousie Student Union Building, University Avenue) 

• Bus return time 1600 (to Dalhousie Student Union Building, University Avenue) 
 

1600 to 1700 – Field Trips #1, 2 & 3 return to Dalhousie Student Union Building 
1700 to 2100 – Registration Pick-up.  
 

Welcoming Reception & Ice-Breaker 
 

1700 to 2100 – Dalhousie University – Location TBA 
1700 to 2100 – Seismic Data Room and Poster Session open – Location TBA 
 

 

Wednesday, August 13, 2008 
 

0730 – Registration opens 
 

Session 1A – Margin Evolution & Development 
 

0800 to 0810 – Welcome & Introduction 
0810 to 0900 – Keynote Presentation (1): Garry Karner (ExxonMobil)  

Structural & Rifting Processes 
0900 to 0950 – Oral Presentations 2 & 3 
0950 to 1020 – Refreshment Break - Seismic Data Room and Poster Session open 
1020 to 1200 – Oral Presentations 4, 5, 6 & 7 
 

1200 to 1330 – LUNCH  (Dalhousie University Club) 
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Session 1B – Margin Evolution & Development 
 

1330 to 1420 – Keynote Presentation (8):  Ian Davison (Earthmoves) 
Geology and Hydrocarbon Potential along the NW African Margin from Guinea Bissau to 
Morocco  

1420 to 1515 – Oral Presentations 9 & 10 
1515 to 1545 – Refreshment Break - Seismic Data Room and Poster Session open 
1545 to 1700 – Oral Presentations 11, 12 & 13 
 

CNSOPB Data Management Centre Reception, Dinner Buffet & Core Display 
 

1730 – Buses depart for CNSOPB Data Management Centre, Dartmouth, N.S. 
1800 to 2100 – Reception, Buffet & Core Display: Offshore Nova Scotia Clastic & Carbonate Reservoirs, 

Facies & Sequences 
2100 – Buses return to Dalhousie Student Union Building 
 

 

Thursday, August 14, 2008 
 

0730 – Registration opens 
 

Session 2A – Petroleum Systems 
 

0800 to 0810 – Welcome & Introduction 
0810 to 0900 – Keynote Presentation (14):  Paul J. Post (U.S. MMS) 

Petroleum Systems of the U.S. Central Atlantic Margin 
0900 to 0950 – Oral Presentations 15 & 16 
0950 to 1020 – Refreshment Break - Seismic Data Room and Poster Session open 
1020 to 1200 – Oral Presentations 17, 18, 19 & 20 
 

1200 to 1330 – LUNCH  (Dalhousie University Club) 
 

Session 2B – Petroleum Systems 
 

1330 to 1420 – Keynote Presentation (21): Mark J. Rowan (Rowan Consulting) 
Slopes, basin floors, and canopies: Regional-scale salt-sediment interaction in the 
northern Gulf of Mexico and the Nova Scotia offshore 

1420 to 1515 – Oral Presentations 22 & 23 
1515 to 1545 – Refreshment Break - Seismic Data Room and Poster Session open 
1545 to 1700 – Oral Presentations 24, 25 & 26 
 
Halifax Harbour Boat Tour & Lobster Banquet 
 

1730 – Buses depart for downtown Halifax 
1800 to 1930 – Halifax Harbour Boat Tour 
1930 to 2230 – Pier 23 / Cunard Centre Lobster Banquet 
2230 to 2300 – Buses return to Dalhousie Student Union Building 
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Friday, August 15, 2008  
 

Session 3A – Productive Fields & Analogues 
 

0800 to 0810 – Welcome & Introduction 
0810 to 0900 – Keynote Presentation (27):  John R. Hogg (MGM Energy) 

Western Central Atlantic Basins Fields 
0900 to 0950 – Oral Presentations 28 & 29 
0950 to 1020 – Refreshment Break - Seismic Data Room and Poster Session open 
1020 to 1200 – Oral Presentations 30, 31, 32 & 33 
 

1200 to 1330 – LUNCH  (Dalhousie University Club) 
 

Session 3B – Productive Fields & Analogues 
 

1330 to 1420 – Keynote Presentation (34):  Jan Maier (Tullow Oil) 
Petroleum Systems and E&P Challenges Offshore Mauritania and Morocco 

1420 to 1515 – Oral Presentations 35 & 36 
1515 to 1545 – Refreshment Break – Seismic Data Room and Poster Session open 
1545 to 1700 – Oral Presentations 37, 38 & 39 
1700 to 1710 – Concluding Remarks & Summary 
 

Farewell Gathering & Reception 
 
1700 to 1900 – Farewell Gathering – Location TBA 
1700 to 1900 – Seismic Data Room and Poster Session open – Location TBA 
1900 to 1930 – Poster Breakdown 
 

 

Saturday, August 16, 2008 OR Sunday, August 17, 2008 (To Be Finalized) 
 

Field Trip #4 
Triassic Syn Rift Continental Reservoirs of Morocco: Depositional Facies and Architecture 

• Field Trip Leader: Jonathan Redfern, Manchester University, Manchester, England 
• Departure Time: TBA 
• Duration: 7 days (includes two international travel days) 

 

Field Trip #5 
Jurassic carbonates and fluvio-deltaic clastics of the Lusitanian and Algarve Basins, Portugal: rift basins 
at paleo 20–25°N 

• Field Trip Leaders: Elliott Burden and Richard Hiscott, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. 
John's, Newfoundland 

• Departure Time: TBA 
• Duration: 7 days (includes two international travel days) 

 

Field Trip #6 (Tentative – may be added to Field Trip #5) 
Deepwater Jurassic Turbidite sequences of the Lanzarote (Canary Islands) 

• Field Trip Leader: Ian Davison, Earthmoves, Camberley, U.K. 
• Departure Time & Duration: To be determined as this trip may be attached to Field Trip #5 

 


